
MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 2, 2026

6:30 p.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

VOLUNTARY 	 Prelude on ‘Ubi caritas et amor’ 
Gerald Near 

WELCOME	 Dr. Ryan Moore

INTROIT 	 Only Begotten, Word of God Eternal  
Rouen

Only begotten, word of God eternal, Lord of creation, merciful and mighty, hear now thy servants when 
their joyful voices rise to thy presence. God in three Persons, Father everlasting, Son coeternal, ever 
blessed Spirit, thine be the glory, praise, and adoration, now and forever. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  | Galatians 1:3-5 | Hebrews 4:16 | 1 Peter 1:6-7		  Rev. Sara Hill 

Leader:	� The Lord Jesus Christ gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according 
to the will of our God and Father—to him give glory forever and ever. Amen.

All:	 �Let us with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. 

Leader:	� People of God, rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 
trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is 
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

*OPENING HYMN 	 In the Cross of Christ I Glory  
Rathbun

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 
When the woes of life o’er-take me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
never shall the cross forsake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way,  
from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 
Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified;  
peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 
In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime.

*PRAYER OF ADORATION 	 Gage Arnold

APRIL  2 ,  2026 	 Maundy Thursday

WORDS OF PREPARATION

When Jesus himself wanted to explain to his disciples what his forthcoming death was 
all about, he didn’t give them a theory, he gave them a meal. 

—N.T. Wright



FIRST LESSON |  Exodus 12:1–13 (page 53)		  George Garden

The Passover Lamb is Sacrificed 

1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the beginning of 
months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth 
day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 
4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the 
number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb 
shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you 
shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
shall kill their lambs at twilight. 7 Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts 
and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, 
its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything 
that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, 
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord’s 
Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The 
blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.”

Leader:	 The Word of the Lord.
All:	 Thanks be to God.

*HYMN	 Go to Dark Gethsemane   
Redhead 76 

Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter’s power; 
your Redeemer’s conflict see; watch with him one bitter hour; 
turn not from his griefs away; learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
Follow to the judgment hall; view the Lord of life arraigned;  
O the wormwood and the gall! O the pangs his soul sustained! 
Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn from him to bear the cross. 
Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at his feet,  
mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete;  
“It is finished!” hear him cry; learn from Jesus Christ to die. 
Early hasten to the tomb where they laid his breathless clay: 
all is solitude and gloom. Who has taken him away?  
Christ is risen! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

MEDITATION LESSON |  Isaiah 25:6-8 (page 586)	 		

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged 
wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 And he will swallow up on this mountain 
the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death 
forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take 
away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.

Pastor:	 The Word of the Lord.
All:	 Thanks be to God. 

MEDITATION                             A Feast in the Midst of Crisis	 	            Dr. John Musgrave



THE LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION TO THE TABLE	

*GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:	 The Lord be with you.
All:	 And also with you
Pastor:	 Lift up your hearts.
All:	 We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:	 It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Pastor:	� With joy we praise you, gracious God, for your created heaven and earth, made us in your image, and 
kept covenant with us—even when we fell into sin. We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who by his life, death, and resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore we join our 
voices with all the saints and angels and the whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name:

All:	 �Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Pastor:	� Holy and gracious Father, in your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 
and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O 
Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we offer you these gifts.
Great is the mystery of faith:

All:	 �Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again.

Pastor:	� Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 
that our sharing of the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the body 
and blood of Christ. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
forever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Communion at First Presbyterian Church is offered to all baptized Christians and will be served 
today by intinction. When your row is called, come forward, take a piece of bread, dip it into the 

cup, and receive both elements together. The cup is juice and the bread is gluten free. 



COMMUNION ANTHEM 	 My Song is Love Unknown 
Love Unknown

My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me, love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be. 
O who am I that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh, and die? He came from heaven’s throne 
salvation to bestow; the world that was his own would not its Savior know. But O my Friend, my Friend 
indeed, who at my need his life did spend! Sometimes we strew his way, and his sweet praises sing, 
resounding all the day hosannas to our King. Then ”Crucify!” is all our breath, and for his death we thirst 
and cry. Unheeding, we will have our dear Lord made away, a murderer to save, the prince of life to slay. 
Yet steadfast he to suffering goes, that he his foes from thence might free. Here might I stay and sing, no 
story so divine: never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine. This is my Friend, in whose sweet 
praise I all my days could gladly spend.

SECOND LESSON |  John 1:29–37 (page 886)	 Kathy Brim

John the Baptist Points to the Lamb of God

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might 
be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He 
on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 35 The next day again John was standing with two 
of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.

ANTHEM	 O For a Closer Walk 
Charles V. Stanford

O for a closer walk with God, a calm and heav’nly frame; a light to shine upon the road that leads me to 
the Lamb! Return, O holy Dove, return! Sweet messenger of rest; I hate the sins that made thee mourn, and 
drove thee from my breast. So shall my walk be close with God, calm and serene my frame; so purer light 
shall mark the road that leads me to the Lamb.

THIRD LESSON |  John 13:21–30 (page 900) 	 Dr. Sandra Randleman

One Will Betray Jesus

21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one 
of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he spoke. 23 One of his 
disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining at table at Jesus’ side, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask 
Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is 
it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So when 
he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then after he had taken the 
morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one 
at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus 
was telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So, after 
receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.



HYMN	 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us  
Stuart Townend 

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure,  
That he should give his only Son to make a wretch his treasure.  
How great the pain of searing loss: the Father turns his face away. 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory.

Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon his shoulders.  
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers.  
It was my sin that held him there until it was accomplished.  
His dying breath has brought me life; I know that it is finished. 

I will not boast in anything: no gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom.  
But I will boast in Jesus Christ: his death and resurrection.  
Why should I gain from his reward? I cannot give an answer,  
But this I know with all my heart: his wounds have paid my ransom.

FOURTH LESSON |  Matthew 26:36-46 	 Warner McNeilly

In the Garden

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go 
over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful 
and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch 
with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found 
them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you 
may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, for the second 
time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And 
again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away 
and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, 
“Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”

HYMN	 Ah, Holy Jesus  
Herzliebster Jesu

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended,  
that we to judge thee have in hate pretended?  
By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted! 

Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee?  
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  
‘Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee.

FIFTH LESSON |  John 13:31–38 (page 900)	 Rev. Mallory Hammond

Jesus Gives a New Commandment

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God 
is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little 
while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am 
going you cannot come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where 



I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I 
not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? 
Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times.”

HYMN	 What Wondrous Love Is This?  
Wondrous Love 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,  
what wondrous love is this, O my soul!  
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss  
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,  
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,  
when I was sinking down, sinking down,  
when I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown,  
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,  
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul! 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing;  
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I am,  
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing;  
while millions join the theme, I will sing! 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;  
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on;  
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be,  
and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;  
and through eternity I’ll sing on.

SIXTH LESSON |  John 18:1–11 (page 904)	 Adrian Taylor

Jesus Is Arrested

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, where there 
was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, for 
Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from 
the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing 
all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When 
Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom do you 
seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let 
these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not 
one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. 
(The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink 
the cup that the Father has given me?”



HYMN	 Ah, Holy Jesus  
Herzliebster Jesu

Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; 
the slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered; for our atonement, 
while we nothing heeded, God interceded. 

For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, 
thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation, 
thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, for my salvation. 

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, 
I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee, 
think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, not my deserving.

SEVENTH LESSON |  John 18:19–27 (page 904)	

Peter Denies Jesus

19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I have 
spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come 
together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to 
them; they know what I said.” 22 When he had said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus 
with his hand, saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said is 
wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent 
him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they 
said to him, “You also are not one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the 
servants of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the 
garden with him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed.

The sanctuary will be stripped of its liturgical elements to symbolize the darkness, betrayal and loneliness 
that our Savior experienced on Maundy Thursday. May the power of this symbolic act help prepare our 

hearts for the Passion of Good Friday. Please depart in silence.

*  Those who are able, please stand.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE

Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor
Mallory Hammond, MDiv – Parish Associate, Director of Ministry to Children and Their Families 
Sara Hill, MDiv – Parish Associate for Congregational Care
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Parish Associate for Congregational Care
Gage Arnold, MDiv – Director of Youth Programming 
Adrian Taylor, MDiv – Director of Missions Ministry
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  
Chris Simonsen, Baritone  

MUSIC NOTES:  Prelude on ‘Ubi Caritas et Amor’ by Gerald Near from Chantworks, Set II (c) 1996 Aureole Editions  All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-
417895. | Descant on Rouen Arranged by Lois Fyfe © Copyright 1974, 1993 H.T. FitzSimons Co. (administered worldwide by the Fred Bock Publishing Group) All rights 
reserved. Used by Permission. OneLicense.net License #A-714895. | How Deep the Father’s Love for Us Stuart Townend © 1995 Thankyou Music Ltd For use solely with the 
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456 | O For a Closer Walk With God arr. C.V. Stanford Text: © 1976, GIA/Royal School of 
Church Music International Copyright Secured. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895. | Sanctus and Benedictus from St. Anne’s Mass by James Macmillan. 

COVER IMAGE:  Sadeler, Jan I, after Marcus Gheeraerts the Elder. Christ before Caiaphas. From the series Passio verbigenae quae nostra redemptio Christi. 
Engraving on paper, ca. 1560–1600. Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam.


